The Book Of Poetry

41. The Book Of Poetry

Chapter... — Reciting Poetry,
The Most Poetic Of Words,
And Criticism Of Poetry

[5885] 1 - (2255) It was narrated
from ‘Amr bin Ash-Sharid that
his father said: “I rode behind
the Messenger of Allah #z one
day, and he said: ‘Do you know
anything of the poetry of Umayyah
bin Abi As-Salt?’ 1 said: ‘Yes.” He
said: ‘Go on (recite it).” So 1
recited a line, then he said: ‘Go
on,” and I recited a line, until I
had recited one hundred lines.”

[5886] (...) It was narrated that
Ash-Sharid said: “The Messenger
of Alldh & seated me behind
him on his mount..”” and he

narrated a similar report (as no.
5865).

[5887] (...) It was narrated from
‘Amr bin Ash-Sharid that his
father said: “The Messenger of
Allah £ asked me to recite
poetry...” a Hadith like that of
Ibrahim bin Maisarah (no. 5885),
and he added: “He said: ‘He was
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The Book Of Poetry

almost a Muslim.”” In the Hadith
of Ibn Mahdi it says: “He was
almost a Muslim in his poetry.”

[5888] 2 - (2256) It was narrated
from AbG Hurairah that the
Prophet #¢ said: “The truest
word uttered by the Arabs in
verse is the words of Labid:
‘Surely! Everything apart from
Allah is in vain.”

[5889] 3 - (..) It was narrated
that Abli Hurairah said: “The
Messenger of Allah £ said: ‘“The
truest word ever uttered by a
poet is the words of Labid:
‘Surely Everything apart from
Allah is in vain.’

And Umayah bin Abi As-Salt
was almost a Muslim.”

[5890] 4 - (...) It was narrated
from Abu Hurairah that the
Messenger of Allah & said: “The
truest line that a poet ever
uttered is the words:

‘Surely! Everything apart from
All4h is in vain.’

And Umayah bin Abi As-Salt
was almost a Muslim.”
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The Book Of Poetry

[5891] 5 - (...) It was narrated
from AbG Hurairah that the
Prophet #& said: “The truest line
uttered by the poets is:

‘Surely! Everything apart from
Allah is in vain.”

[5892] 6 - (...) It was narrated that
Abil Salamah bin ‘Abdur-Rahméan
said: I heard AblG Hurairah say: I
heard the Messenger of Alldh #&
say: “The truest word that a poet
ever said was the words of Labid:
‘Surely! Everything apart from
Allah is in vain.”

And he did not say any more
than that.

[5893] 7 - (2257) It was
narrated that Aba Hurairah said:
“The Messenger of Allah £ said:
‘If the belly of a man were to be
filled with pus that corrodes it,
that would be better than belng
filled with poetry.”

Abi Bakr (Ibn Abi Shalbah) said:
“But Hafs did not say: ‘corrodes
it.”
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The Book Of Poetry

[5894] 8 - (2258) It was narrated
from Sa‘d that the Prophet
said: “If the belly of one of you
were to be filled with pus that
corrodes it, that would be better
than him being filled with poetry.”

[5895] 9 - (2259) It was narrated
that Abl Sa‘eed Al-Khudri said:
“While we were traveling with
the Messenger of Alladh #£ in Al-
‘Arj, we were met by a poet who
was reciting poetry. The Messenger
of Allah # said: ‘Catch the devil’
— or: ‘restrain the devil’ - ‘If the
belly of a man were to be filled
with pus, that would be better for
him than being filled with

poetry.””

Chapter 1. The Prohibition Of
Playing Nardashir'!

[5896] 10 - (2260) It was narrated
from Sulaiman bin Buraidah, from
his father, that the Prophet &
said: “Whoever plays Nardashir, it
is as if he were dipping his hand in
the flesh and blood of a pig.”
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1] A Persian word for a game similar to what is called backgammon today.



